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Zine, & meral rising in popularity, can ke found in
tables, roo, like the Zine Table from Crare & Barrel,

which Parterson used as a breakfase eable ina chient’s

home, With its soft blue-gray coloration, zine
unusual and siriking marerial.

Meral alse can offer funcrional wses that are
seructural a5 well. In her loft home, designer Leslie
Tyroneof Left Are buile a steel mezzanine with hollow
steel bars running horizentally across the columns,

Agop the bars, she pluced glass shelves, creating a

large, buile-in bookshelf. While most of the structure

retained the dull gray of steel, the joints were polished

1o a shine, and she painted the columns white.

Choosing a color
While Tyrone decided to add white to her meral
bookshelf, as a modern aestheric, painted meeal

will look best in contemporary homes. [t probably

not a look for a readirionul seering. Similarly
kitchen with stainless steel everywhere, including

a “clinical aesthetic”

the counterrops, can yield
if overdone, according o Tyrone. Metals must be
properly chosen to complement the envireninent.
You need to consider the scale and partern of the
piece, she says. The larger the meral object, the mere

impact it will have. For somerhing less seriking, you

might focus on bardware like handles and frcures
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thar can add a bit of chrome or brushed aluminum

1. The color

without making the stmosphere too co
of the meral you choose is also imporranc 1w take
into account. “A lor depends on the tonality of the
metal,” Tyrone says. If vou do not want a modern
look, try a less "climeal” metal. “You can get copper,
which is warm,” Tyrone says.

Generally, metals inside and ourside of the hame

are used in their natural

hasic calors. Wreought

o owill be warm

1 wi” umm]]',' l'.‘L’ bh‘l&'l{.. copp

and sunnv, and chrome will be shinv and silver.

For something 2 e our of the ordinary, bronze
coating on wrought iron is gaining in populariey,

according 1o Stinnett, and a few vears ago, white

was also a fashionable oprion. Onee, he had clients
whao chose i\:y proeen for their outdoor wruu[;lﬁl'
iron.

From traditional to ultra-modern, merals can find

a p]:lcc o any home. Whether it's adding a simp

light fixture and updaring handles in the bathraom

ar something more elaborare like a faux balcony
at pressed tin ceiling, artisans, manufacturers and
designers are creating plenty of excitmg pieces that
cann add coolness or warmth to kitchens, living

raoms or even front lawns, f

Editerial Resources begin on page 136,
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While some of the mid-20th-century  metal
accents—Iike wrougnt iron railings leading ro the
front door—might seem old-fashioned, the artisans
and companies that are producing metal pleces
today are leaning more toward a sense of sculpture
than simply functionality. With an artistic and often
shiny narure, meral might be just whar you need ro

perk up a tived interior.

Steps with style

Currently, one of the bigpest home-improvement
trends in Aclanta s replacing wocd balusters or
pickets alomeg stair rails with wrought iron versions,
and it's @ trend char can add serious value 1w oyoor
house, In fact, wrought iron balusters have become
50 appreciated that sometimes when a house on

the market isn't selling, the real estate apent will

recommend replacing the halusters.

“lron balusters open up the line of sight.” says
Phillip McMillian with Majestic Mertals. “This 1s
one upgrade that's definitely worth the money”
The iron halusters can be traditional in design,
such as “S" scrolls interspersed with scraight bars, o
something more contemporary like a “P" seroll, so
they are an aption for almost any home. McMillian
says that most homeowners opt for black coloring,
bur the iron also can be brown or have an antique

coppet look,

www. homeimprovamentmag.cam
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Having a professional replsce  yvour wood
balusters might cost 32,000 for an average job,
and anyone whe has tried this as a do-it-yoursell
project will know that it can be frustrating. To
help, Majestic Merals has recently released & DIY
kit that plans the job on the computer so that all
of the parts will it perfecrly. The company also
has a patent pending on shoe connectors that
attach the iron to the wood, “We're taking all the
puesswork out of the do-itvoursell installation of
wrought iron baluster replacement,” McMillian

LEVES

Take it outside
Wrought iron has taken over more than staircases,
of course. It also serves many purposes on the

exterior of the house. “We do a lot of faux baleonies,

gares and spiral stircases,” says Scotr Stinnett with
Riverside Meral Producrs. Gares are going high-
tech, too, Dirivewsy gates promaote privacy, but also
can be power-operated and have call boxes. These
are not just found in front of mansions anymore.
Another popular outdeor option is 2 metal trellis,
which can be freestanding (possibly with a gace)
or placed up the side of the house about an inch
away from the wall. Whatever its lccation, a trellis
can be a prear ourdoor accent with vines or flowers

erowing arcund its bars, (>}

Atfanta Home fmpravemeant

WWrgught iror

alitside tha

horme will need

to withstand the
slaments. It should
b pawdar coated
ferprotaction.
During this
piocass, metal s
alactromagnatized,
then the peawder

i3 spraved on and
bakad. The powder
coating acis as

a UMV protectant
and is vy Bared

10 chip. lika car
pamnt. Howewar,
maistuie can still
cause surface
rust, acording o

Stinnatt

NIVEMBER 2007 55




SHION [E12A] 4O

Agg1ino0 ooy

emen

hemeimpra

W AT

ant

aYeEm

r

Atlanta Home Impr

OVEMBER 2007

[

56




Porches and balconies also beneht from atrracrive
metal railings. When French doors inside don't lead
to an actually balcony outside, an iron railing can be
used to create the look and feel of a baleony. These

faux balconies impart a “Parisian” experience.

Creative in the kitchen

Following the growth in popularity of stainless
steel appliances, metal is popping up i all comers
of the kirchen, For instance, designer Maribeth
Gaines with SawlHorse Inc. had a sculptor fabricate
a wavy stainless steel backsplash for one client, and
also added glass cabinet doors with metal surrounds.
Eehind the range, the solid pancl of stainless steel was

functional, easy to clean and provected rhe wall The

steel was paired with CaesarSrone countertaps that
look like concrete, but some homeowners might like
to 2o all the way with stainless steel countertops.

If you don't want to have a custom mertal
backsplash made, you also can ind meral tiles in
everything from stainless steel o pressed tin and
copper. These look great in the kitchen, and can
also add ineerest to the ceiling of any room. Pressed
tin en the ceiling can be rustic and reminiscent of
early '90s restaurants, bars and stores. Ceramic tiles
with metal coverings also are available, and they
can be used ta create a backsplash, laid and grouted

just like regular tiles.

waewe homaimpravementmag.com
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Accents that shine

If adding structural metalwork to your home is
more of a commirment than you are looking for,
most types of furniture can be found in meral

versions or with meral accents. lron lamps are a

traditional option, as are benches and cocktail

tables. “A lot of decorarive ormamental ironwork
is used on walls with candles,” says designer Brian
Parterson of Brian Patterson Designs. Omamental
ironwork can range from contemporary or modern
to traditional and omate. Mixing different metals
can provide an interesting twist, For example,
Parrerson has seen omamental iron mble bases
with battered copper tops.

Moddern metal furniture will frequently border
more on sculptural effect than wilicy. Consider
the Hugo floor lamp designed by Jean-Francais
Crocher and offered on recromodern.com. With

its feathery legs, it looks like a broom and acts like

an illuminared seeel sculprure. Likewise, the design

of the Teorema Floor Lamp by Ferruccio Laviani
has been influenced by Piet Mondrian and Gerrit
Rictveld and is made of chrome-plated metal and a
pi'll"

Of course, tables offer plenty of metal options

arbonate screen.

and finishes like iron, steel and chrome. Frequently,
metal base tables will be topped with a glass panel,

creating anything from an ornate to an airy effect.@
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